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Nestled along State Highway 14, midway between Whangarei and Dargaville,
Tangiteroria Primary School sits quietly on the banks of the Northern Wairoa
River. But behind its modest appearance lies a deep and rich history, closely tied
to the early development of the Tangiteroria community.

The roots of education in this rural Northland settlement stretch back to the early
19th century. Around 1836, a Wesleyan mission station was established by
Reverend James Wallis. This mission laid the groundwork for early learning in
the area, primarily focused on serving local Maori children. By 1842, Reverend
James Buller had taken over the mission and was actively running a school,
marking one of the earliest organized educational efforts in the region.

The official establishment of Tangiteroria School came several decades later, in
1886, as a full primary school catering to children in Years 1 to 8. From it’s
earliest days, the school has played a pivotal role in the community, offering
generations of children a place to learn, grow, and connect.

As Tangiteroria developed boosted by thriving river trade and kauri milling from
the late 19th to early 20th centuries the school became an anchor for local
families. It stood not only as a place of education but also as a symbol of shared
community values and aspirations.

The mid-20th century brought further growth to the area’s community
infrastructure. In 1947, the Upper Wairoa War Memorial Park and its associated
sports complex were opened, providing recreational space for both school and
township events. Later, in 1987, the Tangiteroria community hall was relocated
and upgraded, yet another reflection of the close-knit relationship between the
school and the wider community.

Today, Tangiteroria Primary School remains a cherished institution, continuing to

serve as both a learning environment and a hub of local life. Its legacy, rooted in

early missionary efforts and sustained by generations of community commitment,
reflects the enduring spirit of Tangiteroria itself.



By the time | arrived at Tangiteroria School around 1970, it had already become
the heart and soul of the Tangiteroria, it was more than just a school, it was a
place of warmth, connection, and belonging. Nestled in the rolling hills of the

countryside, it was the kind of place where everyone knew your name, and
where lifelong memories were quietly being made each day.

The school looks so different now from how it was in the 1970s, yet the memories
of those old classroom days remain crystal clear in my mind. | can still smell the
chalk dust as the teacher scribbled across the blackboard, and | remember the
sharp crack of discipline when a child misbehaved. Yes me only once.

| still remember the comforting crunch of gumboots on gravel, the earthy smell of
wet grass in the early mornings, and the familiar ring of the school bell echoing
across the paddocks. The school roll topped over 100 children back then, and
our classrooms were alive with the hum of curiosity. The headmaster, Mr. Brickell,
stood as a steady and respected presence, firm yet fair, and always deeply
committed to the growth and wellbeing of his students. Under his leadership, we
felt safe, and encouraged to become our best selves.

Lunchtimes were pure joy. We'd run barefoot up to the field, our laughter rising
with the breeze as we played bullrush, cricket, or simply chased each other
through the long grass. Those games weren't just played, they were the
birthplace of friendships that have lasted a lifetime.

Growing up in that close knit rural community shaped me in the best possible
ways. Tangiteroria School gave me more than an education, it gave me roots,
values, and a strong sense of community. It was a place where kindness
mattered, where hard work was celebrated, and where every child had a place.

Looking back, | now see what a gift it was to begin life’s journey in a place like
Tangiteroria
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